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that Porx’s next ventare will; not be with a 
force half as strong as their present numbers 


from Gen. Porz, that its. disappointment will 
be: proportionate to previous expectations. 
Sticcess in the field is the soldier’s only title 
to public applatse and confidence. He has a 
If he will but concentrate his columns— 
as, it would seem, he -has not 
-yet . dome—drive ..across...the, Rapidan 
the audacious enemy who has advanced to 
meet him, capture Gordonsville and yute 
Stonewall Jackson, he will give proof of Gen- 
eralship, inthe brilliancy of which his present 
lack of victory will be forgotten. Atall events, 


we want to hear of no more battles in which 
the rebels outnumber us two'toe one. It wonld 


be better to avoid fighting altogether until our 
million men are in the field. 
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Drafting or Volunteering—An Apyeal to. 


the President. 

There is a strong disposition throughout the 
whole North, but especially.in the Middle and 
Eastern States, to avoid drafting, and trust to 
volunteering to raise both the three hundred 
thousand troops under the former call, and the 
three hundred. thousand called for by draft. 
This desire seems to be especially felt by the 
Governors of the States. They are tender on 


the subject of drafting, and loath'to resort to 
it. We understand that some of them are 
using their influence at Washington with a 
view to have the draft postponed or rescinded 
altogether. ‘The Governors of several of the 
States have requested. to be allowed to fill 
their quota with volunteers within agiven time, 
‘And to order a draft only in such localities as 
may be backward in filling their quota. “It is 
intimated thatthe President is moved by these 
influential representations, and-is disposed to 
consent to this arrangement. 

We trust the announcement is incorrect. 
And if Mr. Lincoty has been swayed by these 
well-meaning but mistaken petitions, we 
beg he will, before he takes any steps in 
the matter, carefully weigh it in all its bear- 
ings. 

Will the gentlemen who say, “Oh give us 
till the ist of October, of ‘some other 
date in the future, and we warrant 
our quota will be filled up by volunteers 
without any need of resorting to drafting,” 
inform us on what data they base their confi- 
dent assertions? We do not say that it might 
not be possible, under eertain conditions, to 
raise three hundred thousand volunteers by 
the ist of October ; but we have no assurance 
that it would be possible to do so, and nobody 
can give us such assurance. The only data 
on which it. is possible to base. any 
calculation of the rate at which enlistment 
will take -place;: is the rate at which it has 
taken place. . It is fair to assume that recruit- 
ing at the time of the great uprising, in re- 
sponse to the President's call first for half.a mil- 
lion of men, was at the maximum. Now, at 
no period of that season of enthusiastic rising 
and rushing to arms, did volunteering exceed 
the figure of 100,000 per month. But wehave 
a still better test in the rate at which volun- 
teering has taken place under the call for the 
last three hundred thousand. This call was 
made on the Ist of July, and the recent order 
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was not completed, .the deficiency would be: 
immediately made up by a draft from the 
wholé militia of the States. This was allow- 
ing but six weeks for the raising of the 800,000, 
and would therefore require enlistment to be 
at the rete of two bundred:.thousand per 
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called in every regiment of the army, 
absentees, whether officers or privates, will, 
anless detained away by sickness disqualify- | 


ing them for sevice, be stricken from the pay- | 4 


roll, and regarded and treated as - 


The warning, as given in the General Orderof |) 
July'81, we thus repeat for the benefit of all | be 
. Hes! fs 


. And in. this connection it, may, be. well to}. 
have. it distinctly understood: that abandon- 
ment of one regiment and enlistment in an- 

other’ for the'sake of ‘the bounties, éxposés 
the delinquent to the penalty of desertion, 
which is death. The enforcement of this 

penalty cannot well be shirked. When the” 

artful dodger joins the army with his new 

companions, there will be thousands of his 

former fellows to point him out as a run- 

away, and denounce him to the Provoat- 
Marshal. But, the knave flatters himself, fo 
punishments for desertion have thus far been 
inflicted, and none are likely to be: This isa 
mistake. The people have always been ready to 
see every article of war enforced to the very 
letter. The Government has heretofore en- 
couraged cowardice and desertion, by want of 
energy and firmness in ‘adding punishment to 
the crime; but the Government is slowly, 
timidly, yet, we think, surely, moving after 
the people, and, with the grace of God,» may 
eventually overtake. them....When this, shall 
happen, old scores,"as well as new, will be 
settled; and the miscreants who now at-ence 
defraud the Treasury, the army and the. gal- 
lows by their rascality, will be shot as traitors: 
—a dooni they richly merit. Earnestly do we 
recommend these poltroons to avoid the cer- 
tain settlement awaiting them. 


Disappointed, Ambition. 

A Washington dispatch says that Cas- 
srus M. Cray, of Kentucky, our returned 
Minister from Rassiajhas not accepted his 
commission of .Major-General of Volunteers, 
tendered him by the President, and that itis 
not at all certain that he willaccept. It is 
further added that Mr. Cuay thinks the nation 
has already more generals in the field than it 
needs, quality being considered ; and that as 
they all have one year the start of him in ex- 
perience, he will not try .to- compete with 
them, but will seek to serve the nation again 
in the field-diplomatic. Indeed, it is broadly 
asserted in this same dispatch, that inasmuch 
as Mr. Camxnxow is evidently unpopular at. the 
Court of St. Petersburgh, and Mr. Crary has 
the full confidence of the European Powers, 
among whom he has spent the past year, it is 
not impossible, nor improbable even, that he 
(Mr. Cuax) will return to Russia at an early 
day, as Minister. 

It may be that there is some truth in this 
dispatch, in so far as it represents Mr. Ciar 
as being willing to go abroad again in the 
high rank of Ambassador. Generals are far 
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first really cheering news the country has had a cans 
from Missouri, for some time, is‘ the report of What oa : 


hom sac aa 


the fight at Kirksville, in Adair County, be- | 
tween Col. McNen’s Union forces, 1,06 
strong, and the guerrilis tank-of Beuaaniaadl- 
mated at 2,500. The latter are said to have 
lost 128 killed, and if so, they must have had 


reas 


much larger number wounded. They dis-. |. ching over the persons of thee 
banded and-fied in confusion, and at last ac- polegetoadimryec a 


counts were still pursued and captured in 


squads by Col. McNerr’s troops, The chas- workmen oe 


tisement and disorganization of this guerrilla | ent or- 
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the absence of details, that his. attack was 
rapid and skillful, and probably a complete | MAY 


surprise to the rebels. Ce ae ee ; 
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ly,crushing to the popular mind.. It requires. | regiments in. St. Louis, and under, Gen. Lzoy those. Taek 


skill as well as courage to win fame as a mili- 


aided in the capture of Camp Jackson, and in 


tary leader. Mr. Cuax has undoubted pluck, | the other stirring victories of Lron’s brief and | 


but he had bad luck as Colonel in the Mexican | brilliant campaign in the West. -Once before, . The final. p 


war. He led a reconnoitering force in North- | about'a year ago, Col. MoNxu. Jed a success- 
ern Mexico so boldly and so unskillfully that.| ful expedition..against a. rebel force in North 
he was cut off from Gen. Tarton's army, sur: | Missourig dispersing and. severely. punishing 

rounded by the. Mexicans, and himself and | the enemy. He‘was talked of at the time for 


entire corsmand compelled to surrender. “Mr. | ® 


war mainly as:}-probably. 
of his laurels as a | deserved it. 


Cuay served 
prisoner, and aa 4 


devoted friend to his unfortunate companions 


ia arms. 


Itis entirely to Mr. Cusy’s credit if he dis- 
trusts his ability to fill a high military com- 
mand in the present more serious conflict. 
But still we would dislike to credit him with 
suggesting his return as Minister to any Eu- | 
ropean Court. Mr. Cxar did his share im rép- 
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